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6 THE IOWA HOMEMAKER 
With the Iowa State Hon1e Economics Association 
Vocational Homemaking in Iowa 
"She is a Smith-Hughes teacher." "She 
teaches vocational homemaking." These 
two explanations of a particular type of 
teaching are often used, but the exact 
difference between vocational homemak-
ing and · the usual courses of home eco-
nomics in schools is rather vague to 
many. 
Miss Fern Stover, who is state super-
visor of vocational homemaking in Iowa, 
furnishes the following information con-
cerning this type of home economics edu-
cation. 
The Smith-Hughes Act is an act of 
Congress which provides for educational 
work in agriculture, trades and industries 
and homemaking. The Act provides fed-
eral money to be used in conducting 
these· three types of work, but the federal 
money must be matched by an equal sum 
by the state or the local school or both. 
Once the money is raised to conduct 
vocational work, special teachers are pro-
vided. Qualifications for teachers are 
not unreasonably high, altho somewhat 
higher than the state requirements for 
teachers of Home Economics. The Smith-
Hughes Act says that a teacher o! voca-
tional home economics must be a four-
year graduate of home economics from 
the state teacher training institution or 
possess the equivalent in credit from an-
other institution. Iowa State College is 
the institution which trains teachers in 
home economics education in Iowa. 
A vocational teacher must have a first 
grade teacher's certificate. Teachers who 
have had two years' teaching experience 
and two years actual homemaking experi-
ence are given preference, altho the de-
mand for vocational teachers has grown 
beyond the supply and girls with less 
teaching and homemaking experience are 
sometimes placed. The homemaking ex-
perience is often gained by taking charge 
of the home and family for several sum-
mer vacations. 
How does vocational homemaking vary 
from any other type of home economics? 
Girls enrolled in the homemaking classes 
in the public schools must spend one-half 
of each school day in homemaking work. 
This includes all work in foods and cloth-
ing as wen as the work in related art or 
the rflated sciences. Related art may in-
clude costume design, home furnishings 
or being a good hostess. Related sci-
ences deal with the phases of science 
which influence the home, such as elec-
tricity in terms of electric lights and 
irons, and bacteriology related to food 
preservation. 
Members of homemaking classes 
choose projects which they carry on at 
home and for which they are given credit 
at school. Thus the teacher has a chance 
to check up on her work, to see· if the 
girls are actually using in their homes 
the methods they are taught at school. 
School boards in Iowa are encouraging 
the work in vocational home economics, 
some being so enthusiastic that they raise 
the total amount of money needed to car-
ry on the work, rather than to wait for 
state and federal aid. 
There is a total of 63 teachers of voca-
tional homemaking in Iowa this year. 
Forty-seven of them conduct day schools 
and the remainder are in charge of even-
ing and part time homemaking schools. 
A Letter From Our President 
Dear Home Economics Members: 
This is the time for most of our 
district teachers' association meet-
ings and we hope that you will be 
able to attend one of these, for your 
presence and interest are very 
much needed. 
We are happy that plans are un-
der way for a Home Eco'nomics con-
ference or round table to be held at 
the time of these meetings. You 
will enjoy the contacts, the oppor 
tunities to get acquainted and to 
exchange experiences, for only by 
everyone contributing will the 
meeting be made a success. I am 
sorry I cannot attend these meet-
ings, for 1 am anxious to know all of 
you so that the State Association 
will serve your needs bette than 
it ever has before. To do this you 
must help by letting we know what 
you want and what you need. Will 
you write to me and suggest some 
ways in which you would like help? 
If you do not wish to do this, will 
you write to me and tell me some-
thing of the Home Economics work 
in your school? Nothing is too in-
significant, for even the small prob-
lems are interesting. 
We are anxious to know if the 
Homemaker is helpful. Mrs. Fred 
E. Ferguson, the editor of our page, 
and I are both eager to know any 
way in which we can be of service. 
Spring is the time to give expres-
sion to hopes and ideals. Share 
these with other members so that 
every one of us will be working for 
a stronger State Association and 
finer standards of homemaking and 
Home Economics teaching in Iowa. 
Faithfully yours, 
Anna E . Richardson, 
President, State Home Economics 
Division. 
Teachers interested in vocational home-
making may write to Miss Fern Stover, 
State Superintendent of Vocational Home-
making, State House, Des Moines, Ivwa. 
American Home Economics Association 
Meeting 
Minneapolis will be the hostess to the 
American Home Economics Association 
during its nineteenth annual meeting, 
whcih will be h eld there from June 28 to 
July 2. All of the meetings will be held 
in the Hotel Radisson with the exception 
of those on Friday, July 2, when the asso-
ciation will enjoy the hospitality of the 
College of Agriculture of the University 
of Minnesota at the University Farm 
Campus, St. Paul. 
One and one-half rate for the round trip 
has been granted those who attend the 
convention, on condition that 250 certi-
ficates are presented at Minneapolis. 
With this meeting of the American 
Home Economics Association being held 
in a neighboring state, Iowa home eco-
nomics folks will surely be there in large 
numbers. 
Executive Secretary of A. H. E. A. 
Miss Alice L. Edwards succeeds Miss 
Lita Bane as executive- secretary of the 
American Home Economics Association. 
Miss Edwards assumed her new duties 
on February 15 and of her the Journal of 
Home Economics says: "Miss Edwards 
is a native of Oregon and was graduated 
from the Oregon Agricultural College in 
1906. Since then she has studied at the 
Universrties of California, Chicago and 
Columbia, taking her master's degree 
from Columbia in 1917. She has had a 
varied teaching experience both in rural 
schools and state universities, and since 
1921 has been dean of women of Home 
Economics at Rhode Island State Col· 
lege." 
The Journal also states that Miss Ed· 
wards will spend most of the spring in 
the Wasb,ington office of the association. 
where she will assist with the plans for 
the Minneapolis meeting and also devote 
some time to the work of the publicity 
committee. Among the other organlza· 
tions with which she will be actively co-
operating will be the division of Simplified 
Practice of the U. S. Department of Com· 
merce and the Women's Joint Congres· 
sional Committee. Miss Edwards will a~ 
so attend the state association meetings 
in South Carolina, Georgia, New York and 
the Eastern Section of the Pennsylvania 
State Association. 
Richards Memorial Fund 
The Ellen H. Richards Memorial Fund 
was established in 1914, shortly after the 
death of Mrs. Richards. With a goal of 
$25,000, the fund grew slowly to about 
$8,000 and a renewed effort is being made 
by the committee in charge of raising 
the fund to reach the goal by May 1, 1926. 
The income from the Ellen H. Richards 
Memorial Fund is to be devoted to gradu-
ate research scholarships. Miss Lita 
Bane, formerly executive secretary of the 
American Home Economics Association. 
is the present scholarship student. She 
received $300 for the year 1925-26. Duriq 
the first half of the year she studied edu-
cation in homemaking for adults at the 
University of Chicago and she is attend· 
ing ·Columbia University during the 
spring session. 
Miss Martha Van Rensselaer, College 
of Home Economics, Cornell University, 
Ithaca, New York, is chairman of the 
committee on the Ellen H. Richard! 
Scholarship Award for 1926-27. Applica-
tion blanks may be secured by writin& 
her. 
More research scholarships will be of· 
fered as the income from the fund 
rants, making possible the in 
of other important lines of research. 
tributions from home economics cluM 
and other organizations interested in the 
development of home economics will in-
crease the fund and at the same time in-
crease the scholarships offered. 
Miss Alice Stewart resigned her 
tion as dietitian at the Ohio Valley 
eral Hospital, Wheeling, West 
to accept a position as supervisor 
diabetic kitchen at Michael Reese 
pita!, Chicago. 
